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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  Education  Committee. 


Mv  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  ninth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools  of 
the  Administrative  County  of  Huntingdon. 

In  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  the  work  was 
carried  out  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  last  report,  but 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
Entrants  and  Intermediates  was  resumed  under  pre-war 
conditions. 

Under  the  Education  Act  1918  further  duties  will  be 
thrown  upon  the  School  Medical  Service  in  the  shape  of  the 
inspection  of  children  attending  Continuation  and  Secondary 
Schools. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  MOSS-BLUNDELL, 
County  School  Medical  Officer. 


April ,  1920. 
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Members  of  the  Medical  Inspection  Sub-Committee. 


Chairman  : 

C.  G.  TEBBUTT. 

Aldermen : 

R.  C.  Grey,  G.  Fydell  Rowley. 

Councillors : 

J  P.  Pentelow,  R.  Sisman, 

W.  M.  Richards,  C.  A.  Stiles, 

H.  A.  Christmas,  Canon  Woodhouse, 

Mrs.  L.  Scott-Gatty. 

Co-opted  Members  : 

J.  H.  Howgate,  A.  Hall, 

G.  Newberry,  Miss  M.  Lloyd. 

Miss  M.  E.  Gallimore. 


Clerk  of  the  Committee  :  S.  G.  Cook,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 


County  Surveyor  :  Herbert  Leete. 


County  School  Medical  Officer ;  C.  B.  Moss-Blundell,  M.D., 
D.P.H.,  County  Health  Officer,  Huntingdon. 

Telephone  : — Huntingdon  109. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  0.  Hargrave. 
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REPORT 


Ninety-one  Schools  comprising  110  departments  are  under 
your  care,  and  in  1919  the  average  number  of  scholars  on  the 
register  was  9029,  with  an  average  attendance  of  7930. 

Alterations  and  Improvements  to  School  Buildings. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  report  of  the  County  Surveyor  for  the 
following  information  : — 

The  County  Surveyor  reports  that  no  alterations  or  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year  other  than  the  necessary 
repairs  to  keep  them  in  order. 

Three  groups  were  selected  for  routine  examinations  Leavers, 
Intermediates,  and  Entrants,  and  all  children  irrespective  of  age  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  School  Medical  Officers,  the  Teachers,  or  other 
authorized  persons  suffered  from  any  defect  were  given  a  special 
examination. 

The  Re-inspections  took  place  as  usual. 

The  District  Nurses  of  Kimbolton,  Elton,  Sawtry  and  Warboys 
have  undertaken  the  School  and  Home  Visits  in  their  several  districts 
during  the  year.  The  Table  on  the  following  page  shews  the  work 
done  bv  the  School  Nurses. 

4/ 
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Work  of  the  School  Nurses  in  “  following  up  ”  Defective 

Children. 


! 

Districts. 

School 

Home 

Ver- 

Other 

Verminous  Heads. 

Not 

Per¬ 

centage 

Visits,  i 

Visits. 

mi  no us 
Heads. 

J 

Defects. 

Number 

Treated. 

Not 

Treated. 

Defects. 

Number 

Treated. 

treated 

of 

Defects 

treated 

Old  Fletfcon  and 

Stan  ground 

34 

303 

222 

81 

190 

22 

53 

28 

80 

St.  Ives,  Fenstanton 
and  Holywell  ... 

18 

197 

145 

52 

109 

36 

37 

15 

74 

St.  Neots  and 
Eynssburv 

20 

147 

103 

44 

87 

16 

35 

9 

83 

Huntingdon  and 

Godnmn  cheater 

24 

229 

135 

94 

119 

16 

76 

18 

85 

Somersh am  &  Pidley 

5 

47 

35 

12 

29 

6 

11 

1 

85 

Houghton,  Heming- 
ford  Abbots  and 
H  emingfordGrey 

9 

97 

85 

12 

71 

14 

12 

98 

Ramsey 

9 

260 

178 

82 

151 

27 

69 

13 

78 

Kirnbolton 

3 

66 

44 

22 

39 

5 

15 

7 

75 

Sawtry 

1 

25 

12 

13 

12 

— 

9 

4 

95 

Elton  ... 

1 

6 

5 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

100 

Warboys 

3 

19 

12 

7 

11 

1 

5 

2 

95 

Special  Visits  to 

Schools  for  Head 
conditions 

15 

— 

608 

— 

515 

93 

-- 

— 

84’5 

Total . 

142 

1396 

1581 

420 

1328 

236 

323 

97 

83 

In  addition  to  the  above  297  Home  Visits  were  paid  by  the 
County  Health  Visitors  and  advice  given  to  parents. 

The  work  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  loyal  co-operation 
of  the  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers. 

The  methods  adopted  for  securing  the  presence  of  the  parents 
at  the  medical  inspections  remain  as  before. 

The  following  table  compares  the  years  1918 — 1919. 

Parents  present. 

1918. 


Boys. 

Girls* 

Routine 

235  per  cent. 

Routine  30*7  per  cent. 

Specials 

28*1  per  cent. 

Specials  36  0  per  cent. 

1919. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Routine 

20-3  per  cent. 

Routine  22-5  per  cent. 

Specials 

25*5  per  cent. 

Specials  32*3  per  cent. 
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General  Statement  of  the  extent  and  scope  of  the 
Medical  Inspection  carried  out  during  the  year. 

210  Routine  visits  were  paid  to  110  Departments  and  5796 
children  were  examined.  Of  this  number  1089  were  Leavers,  760 
Intermediates,  2607  Entrants,  656  Specials,  and  115  children  attended 
and  were  treated  for  minor  ailments  at  the  office  on  Saturdays  and 
on  other  days  by  appointment. 

518  children  were  re-examined,  51  children  were  visited  at 
home,  and  3928  children  were  examined  for  head  conditions. 

By  the  School  Medical  Officer  2354 

Bv  the  School  Nurses  ...  1574 

«/ 

55  special  visits  were  paid  for  some  particular  purpose,  mostly 

in  connection  with  sickness  notified  on  the  weekly  returns. 

*/ 

All  boys  and  girls  who  had  attained  their  12th  birthday  were 
examined  as  Leavers. 

Table  I.  Number  of  Children  inspected  1st  January, 

1919,  to  31st  December,  1919. 

A  “  Code  ”  Group. 


Age 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Bovs 

Girls 

87 

74 

275 

243 

382 

382 

452 

453 

153 

106 

1349 

1258 

Totals 

161 

518 

764 

905 

259 

2607 

Intermediate  Group. 


Leavers. 

Age 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Boys 

384 

170 

183 

15 

208 

576 

760 

Girls 

376 

303 

184 

15 

11 

513 

1089 

760 

473 

367 

30 

219 

1089 

1849 

B  Groups  other  than  “  Code.” 


(1). 

Intermediate 

Group. 

(Other  than  8 
years). 

(2). 

Special  Cases. 

(3) 

Re¬ 
examinations. 
(i.e.,  No.-  of 
Children  Re¬ 
examined). 

(4). 

Boys 

63 

341 

276 

Girls 

52 

315 

242 

Totals 

115 

656 

518 

Summary 

Eoutine  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  4456 

Specials...  ...  ...  ...  ...  656 

Re-examinations...  ...  ...  ...  518 

Attending  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  115 

Visited  at  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Total  ...  5796 


2354 

8150 


No.  Examined  for  Head  Conditions  by  S.M.O. 


7 


Table  II. 

Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection  in  1919. 


Code  Groups 

Specials 

Number 

Number 

requiring 

requiring 

Defect  or  Disease 

to  be  kept 

to  oe  kept 

Number 

under  obser- 

Number 

under  obser- 

referred  for 

vation  bnt 

referred  for 

vation  but 

Treatment 

not  referred 

Treatment 

not  referred 

for 

for 

treatment 

treatment 

CD 

(2) 

:(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Skin  Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness — 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Head 

343 

77 

114 

49 

Body 

17 

9 

5 

4 

Ring-  ( 

Head  . 

13 

— 

5 

— 

worm  ( 

Body 

5 

— 

1 

— 

Scabies  ... 

20 

— 

7 

— 

Skin 

Impetige* 

19 

- — 

4 

— 

,  Other  Diseases  .. . 

36 

— 

— 

— 

[Defective  Vision  and 

Eye  ■< 

Squint 

88 

7 

28 

11 

1 

External  Eye  Disease  ... 

11 

9 

8 

4 

Ear  | 

Defective  Hearing 

29 

— 

4 

7 

Ear  Disease 

51 

6 

3 

2 

Teeth 

Dental  Disease  ... 

97 

11 

19 

15 

Nose 

and 

Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

77 

27 

41 

7 

Adenoids 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

67 

— 

44 

— 

Adenoids 

49 

16 

29 

9 

Defective  Speech 

8 

3 

2 

2 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

and 

Organic... 

5 

— 

— 

■  - — 

Circula- 

Functional 

- - 

— 

,  — 

- — 

tion 

Anaemia 

/'Pulmonary  Tuber- 

4 

1 

5 

2 

culosis — 

Lungs 

Definite 

|  Suspected 

11 

— 

13 

37 

_ 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

3 

— 

2 

4 

V  Other  Diseases 

7 

— - 

5 

2 

("Epilepsy 

3 

— 

— 

9 

Chorea  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  ... 

3 

5 

4 

Nervous 
System  i 

Non-Pulmouery  Tuber¬ 
culosis- 
Glands 

7 

3 

Bones  and  Joints 

6 

— 

9 

3 

Oteer  Forms 

3 

— 

2 

2 

.Rickets  ... 

5 

— 

5 

4 

Deformities 

Other  Defects  or  Dis- 

— 

— 

5 

2 

eases  ... 

38 

7 

21 

4 

Total 

1027 

178 

422 

139 
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Table  III. 

Numeral  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in 

the  Area  in  1919. 


Bov  - . 

Girls. 

Total. 

Blind 

(includ- 

Attending  Public  Elementary  8chools  ... 

69 

63 

132 

ing 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

partially 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— r- 

blind) 
Deaf  and 
Dumb 
(includ-  _ 

l 

'  Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

17 

11 

28 

Attending  Certified  School  for  the  Deaf  ... 

2 

3 

5 

ing 

partially 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

deaf) 

'  Feeble  Minded — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

9 

5 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Mentally  ^ 

For  Mentally  Defective  Children  Notified 
to  the  Local  Control  Authority  during 
the  Year 

1 

Deficient 

Imbeciles — 

Not  at  School 

3 

18 

Idiots — 

At  School 

'Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— - 

(  Epileptics — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

4 

7 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Epileptics 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

11 

19 

_ 

Physi¬ 

cally 

De¬ 

fective 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 
Defective  Children 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis — 

Not  at  School 

8 

4 

42 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

15 

17 

— 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Cripples  other  than  Tuburcular — 

Not  at  School 

3 

1 

36 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Attending  Cetified  Schools 

— 

— - 

— 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

Retarded  2  years 

6 

5 

— 

l  Retarded  3  years 

3 

2 

16 

Total 


It  appears  that  among  the  boys  5  per  cent,  of  the  “  leavers 
and  3  per  cent,  of  the  “  specials  ’  were  insufficiently  clad. 

Among  the  girls  the  clothing  of  3  per  cent,  of  the  “  leavers” 
and  25  per  cent,  of  the  “  specials  ”  were  insufficient. 

Over  7  per  cent,  of  the  clothing  of  the  boys  and  over  5  per 
cent,  of  that  of  the  girls  was  dirty  and  out  of  repair. 

The  footgear  was  defective  in  5  per  cent,  of  both  boys  and  girls 
in  the  “  code  ”  group  and  in  3  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  1  per  cent,  of 
the  girls  of  the  “  special”  group.  This  percentage  does  not  appear 
high,  but  many  mothers  gave  as  an  excuse  for  the  non-attendance  of 
their  children  that  they  were  unable  to  procure  boots  and  therefore 
the  children  were  unable  to  attend  school. 

Tuberculosis. — Seven  Pulmonary  cases  were  notified  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  thirteen  children  of  school  age  were 
notified  by  Medical  Practitioners.  Seven  notifications  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Disease  were  received  from  the  Hospitals ;  also  three 
from  Medical  Practitioners. 

Suspected  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  kept  under  obser¬ 
vation,  and  extra  nourishment  provided  in  necessitous  cases. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  send  tubercular  children  away  for 
treatment  during  the  year,  and  there  is  a  long  waiting  list  to  be 
dealt  with  as  soon  as  a  Sanatorium  is  available. 


Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1919. 
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School  Closures,  1919. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closures  for  infectious 


diseases. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Measles...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Coughs  and  Colds  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  1 

Sore  Throats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  Sickness  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  ...  31 


Exclusion  of  Individual  Scholars. 

The  following  children  were  excluded  by  the  S.M.O.  upon  the 
grounds  indicated. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Complaint. 

Total. 

1 

5 

Chicken  Pox 

6 

— 

1 

Herpes 

1 

7 

5 

Itch 

12 

2 

2 

Impetigo  ... 

4 

— 

1 

Alopecia  ... 

1 

— 

5 

Nervous  Debility... 

5 

— 

1 

Ulcerated  Tonsils  . 

1 

8 

2 

Ringworm... 

10 

12 

31 

Verminous  Heads 

43 

3 

3 

Pretuburcular 

6 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

1 

Asthma 

2 

— 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

2 

1 

Epilepsy . 

3 

1 

— 

Shingles  ... 

1 

2 

— 

Otorrhoea  ... 

2 

*3 

•  — 

General  Neglect  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

1 

— 

Spinal  Curvature 

1 

1 

— 

Pharyngitis 

1 

47 

61 

Total  ... 

108 

12 


*  The  three  cases  of  Neglect  were  referred  to  the  Inspector  of 
the  N.S.P.C.G.  and  were  dealt  with  by  him. 

Prosecutions, 

0 

There  were  54  prosecutions  during  the  year  for  non-attendance 
under  the  Attendance  Bye-Laws. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  in  Special  Schools. 

No.  of  Children.  Cost  per  Annum.  Parents’  Contribution. 

5  ...  £65  per  head  ...  ...  2  at  2/6  per  week. 

1  at  5/- 
1  at  1/6  ,, 

1  at  £15  per  year. 

No.  of  Children  in  Industrial  Schools,  5. 

School  Charges,  8/-  to  10/-  a  week  per  head  plus  15/-  a  year 
per  head  towards  Staff  War  Bonus  and  Outfit  Grant. 

Parents’  Contributions : — 1  at  5/-  per  week. 

,,  ,,  3  at  3/-  ,, 

The  remaining  child  is  an  orphan. 


Table  V 


Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children  during  1919. 

(1)  The  total  number  of  Children  mentally 
inspected  (whether  Code  Group,  Special 
or  ailing  child  ... 

5796 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or  de¬ 
fective  Clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 
to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not 
referred  for  treatment. 

91 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment  (excluding  unclean¬ 
liness,  defective  Clothing,  etc). 

668 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (ex¬ 
cluding  uncleanliness,  defective  Clothing, 
etc) .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

305 

